Pronouns

Paradigms for the Old Norse pronouns are not hard to get by. However, if you have an understanding of Old and

Modern English it can be rather useful to see the inflections in these three languages side by side. As you compare the

paradigms for some of the most common pronouns below, remember that both Old English and Old Norse pronouns

have fed into our modern system, as the Norse speakers in the Danelaw had a profound impact on the English language.

Note that not all variants of Old English forms have been included in these paradigms.

If you'd like to test your knowledge of these paradigms, head over to the flashcards for paradigms, phrases and simple

clauses, or actual sentences.

Personal pronouns

First person ("I, we")

OE ic ON ¢k MnE 7
sg. ||dual || pl. sg. || dual || pl. 5g. dual || pl.
nom. ||ic  |[wit ||weé nom. || ek || vit ver nom. || 1 - ||we
acc. ||mé [[unc |[as acc. || mik || okkr || oss acc. || me - |lus
gen. | min || uncer || Gre gen. || min || okkar || var gen. || my (mine) |[-- || our
dat. ||meé |[unc | as dat. || mér || okkr || oss dat. || me - |lus
Second person ("you")
OE pu ON pii MnE you
sg. || dual || pl. sg. || dual || pl. sg. || dual || pl.
nom. || pu || git | ge nom. || pa || (p)it || (p)ér nom. ||you ||-- |[you (ye)
acc. ||pé |linc |[€ow acc. || pik || ykkr | yor acc. |lyou |[--= | you
gen. || pin || incer || éower gen. || pin || ykkar || ydar gen. |your|-- | your
dat. ||pé ||inc |[€ow dat. || pér ||ykkr | yor dat. |lyou |[-- | you



www.princexml.com
Prince - Non-commercial License
This document was created with Prince, a great way of getting web content onto paper.

http://flash.langeslag.org/pronouns.php
http://flash.langeslag.org/onphr.php
http://flash.langeslag.org/onphr.php
http://flash.langeslag.org/onstc.php

Third person ("he, she, it")

OE masc. be ON masc. hann MnE masc. be
sg. || pl 5. pl. sg. || pl.
nom. || hé | hie nom. || hann || peir nom. || he || they
acc. | hine || hie acc. |hann | pa acc. | him || them
gen. |lhis | heora gen. |[hans || peir(r)a gen. |l his || their
dat. || him || him dat. || honum || peim dat. || him || them
OE fem. héo ON fem. hon MnE fem. she
sg. || pl. sg. pl. sg || pl.
nom. || héo || hie nom. ||hon || pxr nom. || she || they
acc. | hie || hie acc. ||hana | par acc. | her|| them
gen. || hire || heora gen. || hennar || peir(r)a gen. | her|| their
dat. | hire || him dat. || henni || peim dat. | her || them
OE neut. hit ON neut. pat MnE neut. iz
sg. || pl. sg. || pl. sg. || pl.
nom. || hit || hie nom. || pat || pau nom. || it || they
acc. || hit | hie acc. | pat | pau acc. ||it || them
gen. |lhis | heora gen. | pess || peir(r)a gen. ||its || their
dat. | him || him dat. || p(v)i|| peim dat. | it || them




Demonstrative pronouns

Distal ("that")

OE masc. se ON masc. sd MnE that

sg. || pl sg. || pl sg. || pl.
nom. ||se |l pa nom. ||sa || peir nom. || that || those
acc. || pone || pa acc. || pann |[ pa acc. || that|| those
gen. ||pxs || para gen. || pess || peir(r)a gen. ||its || their
dat. ||pam || pam dat. || peim || peim dat. || that|| those
inst. || py ||--

OE fem. séo ON fem. si MnE that

sg. || pl. 5. pl. sg. || pl.
nom. || s€o || pa nom. || s par nom. || that || those
acc. |[pa || pa acc. |[pa par acc. || that|| those
gen. || p&re || para gen. || peir(r)ar || peir(r)a gen. |[its || their
dat. || p&re | pam dat. || peir(r)i || peim dat. || that || those

OE neut. pet ON neut. pat MnE that

sg. || pl. sg. || pl. sg. || pl
nom. || pxt || pa nom. || pat || pau nom. || that || those
acc. || pxt || pa acc. | pat | pau acc. || that|| those
gen. | pxs || para gen. || pess || peir(r)a gen. |lits || their
dat. || pam || pam dat. || p(v)i|| peim dat. || that || those
inst. ||[py ||--




Proximal ("this")

OE masc. pes ON masc. sjd/pessi MnE this

5g. pl. 5g. pl. sg. || pl.
nom. || pes pas nom. || sja/pessi || pessir nom. || this|| these
acc. | pisne || pas acc. || penna || pessa acc. || this|| these
gen. | pisses || pissa gen. || pessa || pessa gen. | its || their
dat. || pissum |[ pam dat. | pessum || pessum dat. | this|| these
inst. || pys -

OE fem. péos ON fem. sjd/pessi MnE this

sg. ||pl 5g. pl. sg. || pl.
nom. || péos || pas nom. || sj/pessi || pessar nom. || this || these
acc. ||pas || pas acc. || pessa || pessar acc. || this|| these
gen. || pisse || pissa gen. || pessar || pessa gen. | its || their
dat. || pisse || pam dat. || pessi pessum dat. || this|| these

OE neut. pis ON neut. petta MnE this

5g. pl. s || pl sg. || pl-
nom. || pis pas nom. || petta || pessi nom. || this || these
acc. || pis pas acc. || petta || pessi acc. || this|| these
gen. || pisses || pissa gen. || pessa || pessa gen. ||its || their
dat. || pissum || pam dat. | pessu || pessum dat. | this|| these
inst. || pys -




Interrogative pronoun

OE masc./fem. hwa ON masc./fem. hverr MnE masc./fem. who
nom. hwa nom. hverr nom. who

acc. hwone acc. hvern acc. whom

gen. hwas gen. hvess gen. whose

dat. hwam dat. hveim dat. whom

inst. hwy

OE neut. hwet ON masc./fem. hvat MnE masc./fem. what
nom. || hwat nom. hvat nom. what
acc. || hwet ac. hvat acc. what
gen. | hweas gen. hvess gen. whose
dat. || hwam dat. hvi dat. what
inst. || hwy
Application

To learn pronominal declension, it may be useful to bring the pronouns together into a series of simple sentences. To
this end, you will need to learn the present indicative forms of three verbs: one for each of the oblique cases. We'll also
add in an impersonal verb for good measure. The strong verb classes are identified with Roman numerals, the weak
with Arabic numerals. The differences between the classes are of limited relevance to the present exercise; simply study

the forms of these individual verbs for now.

sjd V "see" (+acc.)

befna 1 "avenge" (+gen.)

segja 3 "say" (to +dat.)

5g.

pl.

ek sé

Ver sjam

pua sér

(p)ér séd

#
0
2
5

hann sér

peir sja

#
0
B
5

5g.

pl.

ek hefni

vér hefnum

pa hefnir

(p)ér hefnid

hann hefnir

peir hefna

; 5. pl.

T ek segi vér segjum
j pu segir || (p)ér segid
? hann segir || peir segja




langa 2 "long for" (+acc. for til +gen.)
# | sa pl.

I || mik langar oss langar

2 | pik langar yor langar

3 | hann langar pa langar

Given these paradigms, and the knowledge that dual pronouns take plural verbs, you can now form simple sentences

like the following:
> Ek sé pik ("I see you")
> Tt s¢d hana ("You two see her")
> Pu hefnir hennar ("You avenge her")
> Par hefna min ("They [feminine] avenge me")
> Hon segir peim ("She tells them")
> Pau segja okkr ("They [mixed gender] tell the two of us")
> Oss langar til hans ("We long for him")
> Ykkr langar til vir ("You two long for us")

With just the personal pronouns and these four verbs, you are now able to read or form 423 different Old Norse
sentences! With the above paradigms close at hand, head over to set 1 of the flashcards to practise doing just that.
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